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P E P O P T S. 


COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 

In  offering  the  following  Report,  the  Committee  would  remark, 
that  in  commencing  the  duties  of  the  past  year  they  appointed  Sam’l 
B.  Noyes,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Schools.  He  has  performed  the 
duties  of  his  office,  and  presented  his  Report,  which  Report  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Committee,  and  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  HORTON, 

NATHAN  TUCKER, 

EZEKIEL  CAPEN, 

WILLIAM  BENSE, 

NATH’L  TUCKER, 

SAMUEL  B.  NOYES, 

GEO.  H.  DICKERMAN, 

Canton,  April  6th,  1857. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 

To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Canton  : 

Gentlemen , — I submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  Re- 
port of  my  labors  as  Superintendent  of  the  Schools  in  Canton  during 
the  School  Year  which  closed  this  day. 

The  Gridley  Schools  commenced  on  the  28th  of  April,  ten  days 
after  the  date  of  my  appointment.  In  all  the  other  districts,  the 
schools  did  not  commence  till  the  first  and  second  weeks  in  May. 

On  the  first  day  of  May,  1856,  there  were  six  hundred  and  five 
persons  in  this  town  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years.  Of 
these  there  were, 

In  District  No.  1,  55  ; District  No.  2,  87  ; District  No.  3, 265  ; 
District  No.  4,  29  ; District  No.  5,  56  ; District  No.  6,  80  ; Dis- 
trict No.  7,  83. 

Eleven  different  Schools  have  been  taught  during  the  year.  Of 
these,  in  Districts  No.  1,  2,  4,  5 and  6,  there  has  been  one  in  each. 


School 

k.  Committee 
I of  Canton . 
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In  District  No.  3,  there  have  been  four  Schools  ; in  District  No.  7, 
two  Schools. 

The  whole  number  of  children  of  all  ages  who  have  been  registered 
in  these  Schools,  has  been 
In  Summer, 


597.  Aggregate  average,  475 
In  Winter,  539.  44  44  444 

Of  these  the  whole  number  of  all  ages  in  District  No.  1,  has  been 
In  Summer,  58. 

In  Winter,  51. 


Average, 


34j 


In  District  No.  2,  has  been 


In  Summer, 
In  Winter, 


38. 

42. 


Average, 


In  District  No.  3,  has  been  in  all  the  Schools, 
In  Summer,  295.  Average, 

In  Winter,  243.  44 

In  District  No.  4,  has  been 

In  Summer,  29.  Average, 

In  Winter,  26.  44 

In  District  No.  5,  has  been 

In  Summer,  49.  Average, 

In  Winter, 

In  District  No.  6, 

In  Summer, 

In  Winter, 

In  District  No.  7, 

In  Summer, 


49. 

48. 
has  been 
67. 

55.  44 

has  been  in  both  Schools, 
78.  Average, 


Average, 


29 

34; 

201 

193 


23£ 

21 


30 

35 

49 

45|§ 


In  Winter, 


74. 


73 

68 


of 


Aggregate  number  of  scholars  in  all  the  Schools,  over  the  i 
fifteen  years,  — in  Summer,  22  ; in  Winter,  39. 

Aggregate  number  of  scholars  in  all  the  Schools,  under  the  age  of 
five  years,  50  ; in  Summer,  38  ; in  Winter,  17. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  several  of  the  Districts  the  whole  number 
of  the  pupils  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  are  never  all  attending 
school  at  the  same  time. 

The  average  wages  per  month  of  female  teachers,  including  board, 
has  been  $22  48  ; in  Summer,  $21  60  ; in  Winter.,  $23  30.  Males, 
$47  62. 

Aggregate  of  months  of  all  the  Schools  : in  Summer,  33  months, 
21  days  ; in  Winter,  26  months,  10  days. 

Whole  amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town  for  Schools, 

for  1856-7,  $2500  00 

Interest  of  State  School  Fund,  132  17 


Total, 


$2632  17 
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Amount  appropriated  to  each  District : No.  1,  $241  35  ; No.  2, 
$219  17  ; No.  3,  $1066  16  ; No.  4,  $183  68  ; No.  5,  $228  60  ; 

No.  6,  $304  90  ; No.  7,  $388  31. 

Fourteen  different  female  teachers  and  one  male  teacher  have 
been  employed  in  town  during  the  year.  It  affords  me  no  little 
pleasure  to  bear  my  humble  testimony  to  the  competency,  the  zeal, 
the  faithful  industry,  and  the  success  of  these  teachers.  With  but 
a single  exception  they  have  given  me  satisfactory  proofs  of  their 
merit. 

To  say  that  they  were  all  alike  perfect  would  be  to  say  what  could 
not  be  true,  and  would  be  giving  an  opinion  upon  a point  I should 
not  be  competent  to  decide.  No  one  person  is  often  found  wrho 
unites  all  the  requisite  qualifications  for  a perfect  teacher.  It  is 
not  reasonable  to  expect  it.  Human  nature  is  never  perfect.  And 
it  has  seldom  happened,  and  certainly  never  before  in  the  past  ten 
years  in  this  town,  that  fourteen  different  persons  have  been  em- 
ployed who  have  united  so  many  of  the  qualities  which  make  the 
character  of  a good  teacher. 

I have  visited  each  school  once  in  each  month  without  previous 
notice  to  the  teachers  ; and  have  examined  all  the  classes  in  each 
school  twice  during  the  year  publicly.  I have  visited  the  schools  at 
divers  other  times,  and  my  visits  have  been  of  longer  or  shorter 
duration  as  it  seemed  to  me  necessary.  The  teachers  and  the 
pupils  have  never  seemed  disposed  to  wish  that  my  visits  should  be 
shorter  or  less  frequent,  and  the  teachers  have  uniformly  treated  me 
with  courtesy  and  kindness,  and  have  wron  my  respect  and  esteem. 

I have  invariably  found  them  hard  at  work ; and  it  has  been  my  . 
privilege  to  pass  many  pleasant  moments  in  the  several  school-rooms, 
watching  and  studying  the  unfolding  of  the  youthful  minds  com- 
mitted to  their  keeping.  In  what  I say  of  the  different  schools  I 
shall  base  my  opinion  rather  upon  the  private  than  the  public  exam- 
inations. I desire  to  be  just  to  myself,  and  just  to  the  schools  and 
the  teachers.  I sometimes  become  so  deeply  interested  in  the  ex- 
ercises of  a good  school  that  I am  liable  to  become  enthusiastic  in 
my  commendation.  I confess  to  a love  for  childhood.  It  is  the 
holiest  season  of  life. 

“ For  no  child  is  born  into  this  world  of  darkness 
Unsent  by  Love  divine. 

And  each  little  one  becometh  God’s  interpreter, 

To  unfold  the  Eternal  Mind 
Of  the  Infant,  cradled  in  the  Bethlehem  manger, 

A surety  and  a sign.” 

My  labors  have  not  been  slight,  but  they  have  been  pleasant. 

If  I have  erred,  it  is  not  more  than  others  have  done  before  me,  and 

1* 
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will  do  after  me.  Few  thing3  that  are  ordered  by  men  move 
smoothly  on  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  it  would  be  re- 
markable if,  in  a town  of  so  scattered  a population,  and  of  such 
unequal  districts,  the  machinery  of  the  schools  should  move  on 
smoothly  for  an  entire  year. 

’T  is  not  in  mortals  to  command  success  ; 

We  can  do  more,  — deserve  it. 

The  art  of  reading,  I found,  was  very  imperfectly  taught  in  sev- 
eral of  the  schools.  While  in  others,  where  the  same  teachers  had 
been  retained  for  several  terms,  the  highest  success  had  attended 
their  continuous  efforts. 

I have  constantly  urged  upon  all  the  teachers  and  the  pupils, 
the  importance  and  propriety  of  devoting  much  time  and  labor  to 
this  element.  I shall  hereafter  mention  those  schools  which  excel  in 
this  particular.  I do  not  undertake  to  say  that  all  can  be  made  to 
read  with  equal  power  and  grace ; yet  I have  the  best  evidence  that 
labor,  when  united  with  talent  in  the  teacher,  will  work  wonders. 

Accuracy  in  spelling  has  become  more  general.  Great  attention 
has  been  given  to  this  subject,  and  in  those  districts  where  the 
pupils  have  been  taught  to  spell  by  writing  the  words  in  books, — which 
have  been  preserved,  and  which  I have  examined, — the  accuracy  has 
been  almost  perfect.  Yet,  remarkable  accuracy  in  oral  spelling  has 
been  every  where  attained. 

Arithmetic  is  a prominent  study  in  all  the  schools.  In  its  various 
phases,  mental  and  written,  it  has  been  well  taught  in  all  the  schools. 
An  exact  and  demonstrative  science,  it  can  do  more  to  educate  the 
mind  of  a scholar  than  any  other  study.  Of  course  I have  found  in 
teachers  and  pupils  a diversity  of  ability.  I have  striven  to  make 
careful  and  thorough  examination  in  this  department,  and  base  my 
opinion  upon  what  I have  ascertained  during  private  as  well  as 
public  visits,  and  by  comparing  classes  with  themselves,  and  the 
schools  with  each  other.  In  all  the  schools  there  are  pupils  who 
have  attained  to  great  excellence  in  arithmetic. 

Algebra  has  been  studied  in  the  schools  in  Districts  No.  T,  No.  3-> 
and  No.  2 ; and  the  pupils  have  made  great  proficiency  in  the  study. 

English  Grammar  has  been  well  taught  in  all  the  schools,  and  the 
practice  of  writing  and  reading  original  compositions  by  the  pupils, 
has  done  much  to  increase  the  interest  in  this  important  study,  par- 
ticularly in  Districts  No.  2,  3,  and  7. 

Penmanship  has  been  generally  well  taught.  In  Districts  No. 
2,  3,  and  7,  the  highest  degree  of  excellence  has  been  attained  in 
this  department.  In  Districts  No.  3 and  7,  Drawing  has  become  an 
accomplishment.  Geography  has  been  studied  from  Mitchell’s 
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books.  In  this  department,  it  seems  to  me  that  you,  or  your  succes- 
sors, will  do  well  to  make  a change  of  text-books.  So  many  different 
editions  of  the  book  now  in  use  have  been  issued,  that  classes  are  in- 
volved in  great  confusion. 

History  seemed  to  me  to  be  trenching  somewhat  on  other  more 
important  studies,  and  it  has  not  occupied  so  much  time  as  hereto- 
fore. But  the  instruction  in  this  branch  has  been  remarkably  and 
universally  thorough. 

A class  in  the  Latin  language,  commenced  by  Mr.  Bryant,  the  ac- 
complished teacher  of  the  Grammar  School  in  District  No.  3,  has 
been  very  thoroughly  taught,  and  passed  a most  satisfactory  exami- 
nation in  the  Fables.  This  class  recited  out  of  the  regular  hours  of 
the  school. 

Declamation  has  been  one  of  the  exercises  in  Districts  No.  8 and 
7,  and  has  been  worthy  of  high  commendation. 

The  reading  of  the  Bible  by  the  teachers  and  the  pupils  has  formed 
one  of  the  exercises  of  each  day,  in  all  the  schools  ; and  singing  has, 
in  all  the  schools,  afforded  relief  to  the  monotony  of  the  teacher’s 
duties,  and  has  been  performed  in  some  schools  in  a delightful 
manner. 

These  have  been  the  fundamental  studies.  But  other  instruction 
has  been  given.  Physiology  has  received  attention ; and  the 
teachers  have — and  with  no  slight  degree  of  success — endeavored  to 
inculcate  the  principles  of  sound  morality.  Instances  of  insubordin- 
ation have  occurred  ; but  they  have  been  comparatively  rare.  In 
three  instances  I conferred  with  parents  and  teachers,  and  the  pupils 
returned  quietly  to  their  duties. 

Corporal  punishment  has  been  rarely  resorted  to,  and  in  no  case 
has  it  been  severe. 


TEACHERS. 

In  District  No.  1,  Miss  Abbie  G.  Hawes,  of  Holliston,  taught  the 
summer  school.  She  was  an  accomplished  and  faithful  teacher ; 
mild  and  gentle,  yet  firm  in  her  discipline.  We  regretted  that  she 
resigned  her  situation. 

She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Elizabeth  S.  Hunt,  of  Canton.  She  is 
a correct  scholar,  faithful,  and  had  had  experience.  But  while  she 
taught  some  branches,  particularly  Arithmetic,  in  the  most  thorough 
and  intelligent  manner,  and  all  other  branches  well,  she  could  not 
secure  and  unite  the  sympathy  of  all  the  parents.  She  was  born 
and  bred  in  the  district ; and  this,  as  has  occurred  in  other  places,  may 
perhaps  have  impaired  her  usefulness.  We  regretted  the  absence  of 
several  of  the  older  pupils  at  the  public  examination,  which  was 
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exceedingly  interesting,  and  was  rendered  doubly  so  by  the  presence^ 
as  it  seemed  to  us,  of  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  district. 

In  District  No.  2,  Miss  Mary  J.  Dickerman,  of  Stoughton,  taught 
the  summer  school.  Good  order,  industry,  and  success  attended 
her  faithful  labors.  At  the  close  of  the  summer  term  she  resigned 
her  situation,  and  was  subsequently  employed  in  another  district  in 
this  town. 

Miss  Helen  M.  Beaumont,  of  Canton,  taught  the  winter  school. 
We  only  do  her  simple  justice  when  we  say  that  her  success  in  this 
new  sphere  has  been  more  than  ordinary.  She  gained  at  once  the 
love  and  confidence  of  her  pupils.  She  devoted  herself  with  untir- 
ing assiduity  to  her  duties.  Her  pupils  were  ambitious,  emulous,  and 
industrious.  Their  excellence  in  Reading,  their  proficiency  in  Arith- 
metic, in  Algebra,  in  fact  in  all  their  studies,  deserve  special  re- 
mark. Penmanship  and  original  written  Compositions,  (which  have 
been  collected  into  the  form  of  a Literary  Paper,  and  to  which  every 
pupil,  who  could  wield  a pen,  has  contributed,)  were  distinctive 
features  of  excellence  here. 

In  District  No.  3,  Miss  Mary  E.  Richmond  was  employed  during 
the  first  part  of  the  summer  term.  I found  this  school  over-crowded, 
and  immediately,  by  your  direction,  made  removals  to  the  second  Pri- 
mary department,  from  which  removals  had  been  made  to  the  Inter- 
mediate department,  from  which  removals  were  made  to  the  Gram- 
mar department.  These  removals  rendered  Miss  Richmond’s  labors 
comparatively  easier.  But  the  suggestions  which  were  made  to  her 
by  the  Committee,  in  their  Report  last  April,  seemed  to  have  failed 
to  produce  their  legitimate  influence.  It  was  soon  apparent  that  a 
change  was  desirable.  To  be  useful  in  a school  of  this  kind  it  is 
especially  necessary  that  the  teacher  should  not  only  be  skilful  in 
imparting  knowledge,  but  also  entirely  devoted  to  her  task,  and  that 
she  should  have  patience  and  perseverance  in  little  things,  and  the 
power  of  easy,  quiet,  and  unconscious  influence  over  the  unfolding 
minds  committed  to  her  charge. 

No  one  of  you  needs  to  be  told  that  age  and  experience  do  not  al- 
ways ensure  success,  or  that  it  frequently  happens  that  young  per- 
sons are  found,  whose  sobriety,  moderation,  and  aptness  to  teach,  are 
far  beyond  their  years.  It  is  a fact  that  the  most  successful  teach- 
ers whom  we  have  had  in  this  district,  began  at  home. 

Miss  Eveleen  L.  Knaggs,  who  was  employed  to  succeed  Miss  Rich- 
mond, has  added  another  to  the  list.  She  has  succeeded  in  doing 
what  others  in  the  same  neighborhood  have  done  before  her.  Her 
task  was  difficult,  but  she  performed  it,  and  performed  it  well.  She 
brought  order  out  of  chaos.  She  secured  the  attention  and  the  obe- 
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dience  of  her  pupils.  Her  influence  over  this  interesting  school  was 
gentle,  benignant,  elevating,  and  beautiful  to  behold.  The  whole 
number  of  pupils  in  this  school  was  75  ; the  average  attendance, 
59— |—.  Whole  number  under  5 years  of  age,  in  summer  30,  in  winter, 
5 ; although  a greater  number  attended  occasionally,  but  were  not 
considered  as  belonging  to  the  school. 

The  second  Primary  department  was  taught  by  Miss  Plelen  M. 
Beaumont  during  the  summer  term.  This  was  a good  school. 
Reading,  Spelling,  and  Arithmetic,  were  well  and  thoroughly  taught. 
A perfect  sympathy  existed  between  teacher  and  pupils,  and  we 
were  sorry  that  she  should  resign  her  situation. 

Willing  to  second  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Charles  H.  French,  the 
Prudential  Committee,  at  his  request  I went  to  Attleboro’  and  se- 
cured the  services  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Springer,  who  entered  upon  her 
duties  in  December.  She  was  such  a teacher  as  is  seldom  found. 
Her  method  of  teaching  was  based  upon  an  experience  of  several 
years,  and  her  school  was  soon  a model  school  in  every  particular. 
She  left  after  having  been  here  but  eleven  weeks,  to  take  charge 
of  a school  in  the  city  of  Providence,  R.  I.  What  was  our  loss  will 
be  their  great  gain. 

Miss  A.  K.  Littlefield,  of  Chelsea,  taught  the  Intermediate  de- 
partment during  the  entire  year.  She  possessed  in  a high  degree 
the  qualities  which  fitted  her  for  this  post,  — patience,  perseverance, 
devotion  to  her  duty,  and  skill  in  imparting  instruction.  Her  pupils 
were  industrious,  obedient,  and  their  attainments  were  thorough.  We 
are  sorry  that  the  district  will  not  enjoy  her  labors  in  future. 

Mr.  Oliver  F.  Bryant  has  taught  the  Grammar  School  in  this  dis- 
trict. Of  him  the  Committee  had  just  cause  to  expect  much.  His 
mind  is  well  stored  by  study  and  large  experience.  His  character 
is  finely  formed.  His  devotion  to  his  calling  is  entire.  He  under- 
stands how  so  to  employ  a given  time  with  any  number  of  pupils, 
that  none  shall  be  idly  or  unprofitably  employed  during  the  smallest 
portion  of  that  time.  He  cultivates  the  understanding  more  than 
the  mere  memory  of  words.  His  discipline  is  thorough,  and  he  si- 
lently but  surely  gains  the  obedience  of  his  pupils. 

Twenty-five  scholars  were  introduced  from  the  Intermediate  de- 
partment into  this  school,  in  May.  The  whole  number  has  been  60. 
Of  these  3 were  from  District  No.  1,  and  1 from  District  No.  6. 
His  average  attendance  has  been,  in  summer,  47.8  ; in  winter,  51.7. 
In  summer,  there  were  13  over  15  years  of  age  ; in  winter,  there 
were  14  over  15  years  of  age. 

It  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  to  instruct  this  school  requires 
superior  talents,  and  great  and  laborious  activity.  Previous  to  May 
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last  the  same  pupils  had  constituted  the  school  for  several  successive 
terms.  With  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  became  almost  another 
school.  The  whole  number  was  increased  from  49  to  60  pupils  ; the 
average  has  increased  some.  In  the  preceding  term  it  was  37. 
During  the  past  winter  term  it  has  been  51.7.  The  number  of  pu- 
pils over  15  years  of  age  has  doubled. 

We  have  elsewhere  spoken  of  some  of  the  characteristics  of  this 
school.  We  regard  Mr.  Bryant  as  a competent,  faithful,  and  con- 
scientious teacher,  whose  influence  in  and  out  of  the  school-room  can- 
not be  too  highly  valued.  And  the  order  and  good  behavior  of  the 
pupils  under  his  care  deserve  to  be  mentioned  here. 

Penmanship  was  taught  in  this  school  in  the  most  thorough  man- 
ner. We  have  rarely  examined  so  many  writing  books  which,  as  a 
whole,  exhibited  so  much  care  and  improvement.  Improvement  was 
made  in  the  winter  term  in  Reading.  The  closing  examination 
which  occupied  a whole  day,  was  numerously  attended  by  sympathiz- 
ing friends.  And  while  we  were  satisfied  that  Arithmetic  and  Gram- 
mar had  been  thoroughly  taught,  yet  there  was  not  that  promptness 
in  recitation  which  we  had  reason  to  expect. 

I cannot  help  here  saying  that  the  comfort  of  this  elegant  school- 
house  has  been  made  sure  by  the  introduction  of  one  of  Chilson’s 
Cone  Furnaces.  No  interruptions  have  occurred  during  the  very 
severely  cold  weather  of  the  past  winter. 

In  District  No.  4,  Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Page  taught  during  the  sum- 
mer. Miss  Mary  J.  Dickerman  taught  during  the  winter.  Both 
of  these  teachers  have  been  known  to  you  for  several  years.  Miss 
Page  was  “ well  adapted  to  the  place,”  but  she  resigned  her  situa- 
tion, desiring  to  attend  school  in  a neighboring  city.  Miss  Dicker- 
man  carried  with  her  the  same  industry  and  zeal  and  ability  which 
she  had  manifested  in  District  No.  2,  and  the  school  continued  to  be 
a good  school. 

“ Far  from  the  madding  crowd’s  ignoble  strife, 

They  keep  the  noiseless  tenor  of  their  way.” 

The  closing  examination  was  unusually  interesting.  The  recita- 
tions were  perfect,  and  extended  over  all  the  ground.  The  whole 
number  of  pupils  present  was  23.  The  exercises  were  varied  by 
well  chosen  dialogues,  by  the  reading  of  a journal,  and  by  singing. 

In  District  No.  5,  Miss  Juliette  Dickerman,  of  Stoughton,  taught 
during  the  summer.  Her  instruction  was  thorough,  her  disci- 
pline salutary,  and  we  regarded  her  school  as  successful.  She 
accepted  of  a situation  in  another  town,  and  Miss  Annie  L.  Deans, 
of  Easton,  was  employed  during  the  winter  term.  She  was  a teacher 
of  large  experience,  a most  thorough  and  accurate  scholar,  and  the 
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improvement  of  her  pupils  was  rapid  and  marked,  particularly  in 
Reading  and  Arithmetic.  A more  than  average  number  of  the 
pupils  in  this  school  are  remarkable  for  reading  well.  And  judging 
the  school  from  its  appearance  on  the  days  when  we  have  been  pres- 
ent, it  was  eminently  deserving  of  commendation.  The  evils  which 
had  been  begun  during  the  previous  winter  have  been  nearly  rooted 
out.  But  during  the  past  winter  it  has  seemed  that  hindrances 
were  interposed  to  prevent  the  entire  success  of  the  teacher. 

In  District  No.  6,  Miss  Sarah  S.  Weld,  of  West  Roxbury,  has 
been  employed  during  the  entire  year.  She  was  a young  teacher,  but 
soon  manifested  capabilities  of  the  highest  order.  The  school,  which 
had  been  left  in  good  train  by  Mr.  Meade,  went  on  improving.  In 
her  method  of  instruction,  I have  found  every  thing  to  commend, 
and  nothing  to  censure.  She  has  been  able  to  win  the  love  and  the 
respect,  and  to  ensure  the  obedience  of  all  her  pupils ; and  her  in- 
struction has  fallen  into  good  soil.  Through  the  entire  year  the  most 
perfect  and  uninterrupted  harmony  has  existed  in  this  district.  And 
the  punctuality,  the  industry,  the  correct  deportment  of  the  pupils, 
in  and  out  of  the  school-room,  and  their  progress  in  their  studies,  are 
worthy  of  especial  commendation.  Miss  Weld  will  continue  her 
labors  in  the  district. 

In  District  No.  T,  Miss  Jane  M.  Ide  has  continued  to  teach  the 
Primary  school,  and  Miss  Annie  E.  Ide  has  taught  the  Grammar 
school.  Those  schools  have  enjoyed  what  no  other  schools  have  — 
the  continued  labors  of  intelligent,  faithful,  and  skilful  teachers. 
The  industry  of  both  teachers  and  pupils  in  these  schools  has  no 
parallel  in  my  school  experience.  The  punctuality  and  constant 
attendance  of  the  scholars  are  before  all  others  ; and  their  attain- 
ments are,  as  might  be  expected,  intelligent,  rapid  and  thorough,  in 
all  their  studies. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  remarkable  general  health.  But  two 
deaths  have  occurred  of  children  belonging  to  the  schools.  Alice 
M.  Bixby,  in  District  No.  4,  and  Abby  J.  Morse,  in  District  No.  5. 
Both  of  these  dear  children,  one  of  six,  the  other  of  twelve  years  of 
age,  were  lovely  and  obedient,  — buds  of  promise. 

“ God  gives  us  love.  Something  to  love 
He  lends  us ; but,  when  love  is  grown 
To  ripeness,  that  on  which  it  throve 
Falls  off,  and  love  is  left  alone.” 

I have  thus,  as  briefly  as  possible,  glanced  at  the  condition  of  the 
schools  during  the  past  year.  While  no  extraordinary  advancement 
has  characterized  it,  there  has,  however,  been  a steady,  onward  step, 
with  a progress  more  perceptible  in  some  schools  than  in  others. 

All  the  public  examinations  have  been  attended  by  large  numbers 
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of  parents  and  friends  ; and  the  exercises  have  been  interspersed 
with  singing,  declamation,  dialogues,  original  compositions,  and  reci- 
tations of  poetry,  which  have  added  not  a little  to  their  interest. 

Whether  my  labors  have  been  profitable,  time  alone  can  determine. 
During  the  year  the  aggregate  of  my  visits  to  the  several  schools, 
in  addition  to  the  examinations,  has  been  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  ; and  much  time  and  care  have  been  occupied  with  other 
matters  inseparably  connected  with  the  office.  The  examination  of 
candidates  for  teaching ; the  examination  of  school-books  ; the  sev- 
eral meetings  of  the  school  committee  ; consultations  with  teachers, 
prudential  committees,  parents  and  others,  and  correspondence  with 
others  relating  to  school  matters,  — these  and  many  other  items 
have  required  time  and  attention. 

From  you,  gentlemen,  from  prudential  committees,  three  of  whom 
were  not  of  your  board,  from  teachers,  parents  and  pupils,  I have 
uniformly  received  friendly  aid,  and  kind  treatment,  while  from 
many  I have  received  a cordial  support,  which  has  been  to  me  inex- 
pressibly gratifying. 

My  connection  with  the  schools  in  this  town,  which  has  existed 
for  thirteen  years,  with  but  brief  intervals,  is  now  closed.  During 
that  time  one  entire  generation  of  pupils  has  passed  on  and  out  of 
the  schools,  into  the  various  active  duties  of  life. 

Thanking  you  for  the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me,  and 
confident  that  the  high  and  holy  duty  of  the  education  of  our  youth 
will  continue  to  be  as  highly  prized  and  as  vigilantly  guarded,  I 
retire  from  the  position  to  which,  unsolicited,  you  called  me. 

SAMUEL  B.  NOYES. 

Canton,  April  6th,  1857. 

RECAPITULATION. 


Prudential 

Committee. 

District. 

Teachers. 

No.  in 
School. 

Average 

Attend. 

JO 

O 

O 

| Under  5. 

| Between  5 and  15. 

Amount  of  money 
appropriated  by 
the  Town. 

Average  per  Scho- 
lar. 

Length 

of 

School 

in 

Weeks. 

| Total  of  Weeks. 

No.  of  Pupils  at 
Final  Examination. 

| Amount  paid  for 
Teach’g,  includ- 
ing Board. 

j Sum.  1 

.«• 

a 

£ 

a 

p 

CO 

£ 

£ 

s 

02 

% 

William  Horton, 

i 

i 

58 

51 

37 

34 

2 

5 

55 

$241.35 

$4.38 

20 

16 

36 

38 

$216.00 

Wm.H.  Peterson, 

2 

i 

38 

42 

29 

34 

8 

1 

37 

219.17 

5.92 

12 

16 

28 

36 

184.00 

Chas.  H.  French, 

3 

4 

285 

243 

240 

172 

16 

30 

265 

1066.16 

4.02 

24 

. 16 

40 

192 

967.22 

Nathl.  Tucker, 

4 

1 

29 

26 

23 

21 

1 

2 

29 

183.68 

6.33 

18 

14 

32 

23 

181.00 

Lewis  Morse, 

5 

1 

49 

48 

30 

35 

2 

1 

56 

228.60 

4.08 

18 

16 

34 

36 

207.50 

Sami.  B.  Noyes, 

6 

1 

67 

55 

49 

45 

2 

7 

80 

304.90 

3.81 

20 

16 

36 

45 

236.00 

Nathl.  Dunbar, 

7 

2 

78 

74 

60 

67 

8 

4 

83 

388.31 

4.60 

23 

12 

35 

61 

417.75 

Total,  .... 

7 (11 

604 

559 

468 

408 

39 

50 

605 

$2632.17 

$4,35 

135 

106 

241 

431 

$2408.47 

* The  fractions  are  not  given . . 


Voted  that  this  repoit  be  accepted  and  printed. 

ANDREW  LOPEZ,  Town  Clerk. 


